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A particular focus of our services is on tax 

advice in corporate structuring, corporate 

transactions, business succession planning 

and cross-border investments.

We also look after large family assets, design 

succession planning for private clients and 

consult in setting up family-owned compa-

nies and foundations.

Furthermore, we assist our clients in prepar-

ing annual statements and tax returns, in 

field audits and in appeal proceedings and 

tax court proceedings.

For the entire range of our areas of expertise 

please visit our website at www.esche.de 

(Tax Consultancy).
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Our auditors offer our clients comprehensive 

auditing and consulting services. The 

over sight of one partner with ultimate 

responsibility for each client and our dedica-

tion to the highest standards of service and 

quality are key foundations of our services. 

Auditing of annual and consolidated finan-

cial statements as well as special purpose 

audits of all types are basic services that give 

security to our clients and confidence to 

their capital investors. 

We do not see auditing services as just 

meeting legal requirements; an audit 

provides the opportunity to enter into a 

constructive dialogue with us about the 

strengths and weaknesses as well as the 

opportunities and risks in the development 

of your business. We see ourselves as your 

partner, who can support you based on a 

thorough knowledge of your company, an 

in-depth analysis of your data and broad 

experience together with the ability to make 

comparisons with other companies.

 

Auditing Services.
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Other focal points of our services include 

corporate structuring, corporate transac-

tions, financing and business successions. 

Should the necessity arise, we can call upon 

our extensive experience from crisis manage-

ment and reorganizations. Furthermore, 

we deal with the evaluation of businesses 

and shareholdings in corporations. In this 

regard we work as consultants for our 

clients and as experts in legal proceedings. 

In an international context, our member-

ship in DFK International – a worldwide 

association of independent auditing and 

consulting firms – provides us and our clients 

with a powerful partner organization, in 

particular in the scope of international 

consolidated financial audits.

For the entire range of our areas of expertise 

please visit our website at www.esche.de 

(Auditing Services).
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1822 Dr. Johann Carl Knauth establishes his law firm, which Dr. Johann 

Friedrich Voigt joins as a partner in 1847.

1858 Dr. Ernst Friedrich Sieveking becomes the next partner. As he later 

becomes President of the Hanseatic High Court of Appeal, the 

Sievekingplatz is named after him.

1872/75 Dr. Otto Wachsmuth and Dr. Johann Heinrich Burchard, later Mayor 

of the Hanseatic City of Hamburg, join the firm as partners.

1909 With the addition of Dr. Max Harald Krauel, the firm now comprises 

four partners: Dr. Otto Wachsmuth, Dr. Oscar Paul Horwitz and 

Dr. Wilhelm Amsinck Burchard-Motz. The firm concentrates on 

maritime law and commercial law.

1922 The firm celebrates the 100th anniversary of its founding.

1948 Dr. Dr. Werner Deuchler joins the firm as a partner. He develops a 

significant business law practice with international connections.

1949 Dr. Ernst Esche establishes his law firm, which specializes in commercial 

law and tax consulting for medium-sized businesses.

Dates - Figures - Facts.
How it all began – Tracing our roots to Hamburg’s oldest law firm
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Transformation of the firm into a modern consulting practice

1974 The interdisciplinary firm of Esche Schümann & Partner is formed 

through the merger of Dr. Ernst Esche’s law firm established in 1949 

and the auditing and tax consulting firm of Dr. Windler & Schümann 

established in 1952.

1991 The firms of Deuchler, Krauel & Commichau and Esche Schümann & 

Partners merge to become Esche Schümann Commichau. The 

multidisciplinary support of national and international companies as 

well as private clients in the fields of law, taxes, and auditing 

becomes the hallmark of the firm.

1997 Establishment of the Esche Schümann Commichau Foundation on the 

occasion of the 175th anniversary of the firm. Every year the founda-

tion grants advancement awards to graduates in the fields of legal, 

auditing and tax consulting.

esche.de Our offices in Hamburg at Herrengraben 31 – between the center of 

the city and the port – employ around 190 people. About 50 attor-

neys and around 35 tax advisors and auditors form the largest 

multidisciplinary practice of its kind in Hamburg, its sphere of services 

stretching far beyond northern Germany.
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ESC provides consulting services for investments in Germany and 

supports clients in cross-border transactions. We assist our clients 

world-wide, often in cooperation with foreign firms (“best 

friends”), with whom we have developed close working relation-

ships over many years.

Through our membership in DFK International, a worldwide 

organization of independent accounting and tax firms, our auditors 

and tax advisors have close international ties. With more than 

7,000 employees and 340 branch offices in 80 countries DFK offers 

consulting services around the globe.  

… beyond national borders.
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Prospekttasche für Einlegeblätter 290 x 202 mm:

Klebelasche ca. 30 mm ist an U3 fest und wird nach innen geklappt.

Dann wird Tachendeckel von unten nach oben geklappt und verklebt.

Visitankartenschlitz für Visitenkarte 50 bis 55 mm x 90 mm
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Herrengraben 31, 20459 Hamburg
Telephone +49 (0)40 36805-0
Telefax +49 (0)40 36805-333
esc@esche.de
www.esche.de


